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The journey to
‘School Readiness’

begins at birth.

‘Readiness for School’          ‘Readiness to Learn’

Readiness to learn is a characteristic from birth. All children are born ready to learn.
School Readiness implies being prepared to succeed in a structured learning setting.

What is School Readiness?
A child who is ‘School Ready’ has the knowledge, skills and understanding to actively
engage in learning, so that the best possible chance to reach their full potential is
ensured.

Children who are not ready for school often struggle with:

The aspects of School Readiness.
Unicef tell us that there are three inter-related aspects to School Readiness:

For a child to be ready for school, all of the aspects need to be working together.
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Child
• Is becoming independent in self-care.
• Effectively communicates needs 
and ideas.
• Can sit to listen to a story in a 
small group.
• Interacts with peers during play.
• Separates from parent/carer 
with support.
• Is willing to ‘have a go’ at new 
experiences.

School
• Staff understand child development 
and how to track progress.
• The environment supports emotional 
well – being.
• Staff know about the children through 
talking to the parents and having a 
comprehensive transition process.
• Play-based learning is
child-led with practitioner
input and extension.
• Staff are appropriately qualified.

Family
• They have supported their child  with 
readiness activities such as self care, 
language and communication and 
appropriate social interactions and
experiences.
• They feel that their role is valued 
by staff.
• They understand what will happen 
at nursery.
• They are ready to separate from 
their child.
• They feel positive about the setting 
and able to share important 
information with the key worker.

Child
• If a new setting, settles with minimal 
support.
• Recognises basic feelings and how 
they are expressed.
• Can hear and differentiate between 
sounds and can blend with assistance.
• Uses language for a variety of 
purposes.
• Can listen to others and follow 2part 
instructions.
• Independently access resources 
during play.
• Willingly writes for own purposes.

School 
• Has a comprehensive transition 
process.
• They know about the children by talking 
to the parents and visiting the previous 
setting.
• Staff understand what is needed for 
children to achieve a GLD.
• The environment allows children to 
learn independently.
• Has a balance between teacher-led 
and child-led.

Family
• Are fully informed about routines and 
procedures.
• Feels positive and comfortable in 
the setting.
• Is confident to share important 
information about progress to date.
• Understands the importance of 
continuing learning at home.
• Attends settling in / transition 
activities with their child.

To Be Ready for Nursery To Be Ready for Reception To Be Ready for Year 1

Child
• Has a Good Level of Development including:
• Confidently plays and communicates with others.
• Independently attends to self care including clothes.
• Confidently accesses learning and shares learning with others.
• Listens well, understands and follows rules and routines.
• Is able to use mathematical language in real contexts.
• Is able to read and write simple sentences.

School
• Staff understand what is needed for children to achieve a GLD and how to plan for 
children who still need support in the prime areas.
• The environment allows children to learn independently through a mix of play based 
and structured activities.
• Has a comprehensive transition process.

Family
• Are fully informed about procedures and expectations.
• Knows all of the staff who will be interacting regularly with their child.
• Is confident to share important information about progress to date.
• Understands the importance of continuing learning at home.
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