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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
MR  D  MCKENNA

Please see our end of term newsletter that sums up all the wonderful things we have to celebrate over the course of this

term. I will admit that I returned to school in September with some trepidation; our plans to implement the government’s

Covid-19 measures for schools had been finalised in July but they were untried and untested. In addition, there had been

a number of changes and updates throughout August that required amendments and modifications and the advice and

guidance we were receiving continually changed and was inconsistent. All of this uncertainty led into preparations to

welcome back so many of our students who had been out of school since March and we couldn’t predict how students

would feel and how they would adapt to their return to school.

I needn’t have worried; our staff and students have been magnificent. Despite the anxiety, disruption, uncertainty and fear,

students settled back very quickly into a routine and settled back quickly to work. School life at present is calm, orderly

and focused but it is far from ‘normal’. So many things that we took for granted have had to be cancelled or postponed;

trips, visits, sporting events, concerts, performances, collective assemblies and worship in the hall, most extra-curricular

activities, even singing! It is clear that it has been important for students to return to school but this is a reduced and

limited version of school and one where much of the enrichment has sadly had to be put on hold.

Despite this, staff and students have found ways to celebrate talent, share common interests, and find ways to still have

fun. This newsletter collects together a sample of some of the ways we have managed to find enjoyment in school and

celebrate success, often through developing new ways of working. So please take some time to look through our

newsletter and enjoy the best of our community as our staff and students resolutely refuse to be diminished by the

current situation. 

Once again thank you for all your help and support through this difficult term and from us all at St Margaret Ward

Catholic Academy we wish you all the very best for a safe, happy, peaceful and holy Christmas. 

 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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Wishing you a
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year.



YEAR 7
MISS  EARDLEY

Year 7 are currently in the process of raising money for the charity “Number 11” who are

based in Burslem and aim to provide long-term, sustainable and holistic care to those in

need. The students have been challenged to collect and donate items from a list of 11

essential items such as, toothbrushes, shampoo, coffee that will be donated to Number 11

for people who are in need. All of the students have been extremely generous and there

will be a prize for the form who have donated the most items.
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YEAR 8
MISS  LANDER

Year 8 are also raising money for “Number 11”.  The students have been fundraising by asking family and friends to have a go

on their “scratch and match” cards, where they donate the amount that is revealed when they scratch a circle off the card.

Students will receive raffle tickets for completed cards to be in with a chance of winning a prize!

YEAR 9
MRS  SALT

Year 9 are currently raising money for Number 11 by taking part in an 11 minute HiiT session, which will take place after

Christmas. Each pupil has been challenged to raise at least £11. There have been donations higher than this already from

some students. Alice has raised £60, Stefan £55 and Mollie £30. The pupils are nervous about their session as Mr Rigby has

promised that he will get them to work really hard during the HiiT experience!

YEAR 10
MR  BLAND

Year 10 are also currently collecting money for No 11. This is being done in a variety of ways from collecting food, to creating

hampers, to doing sponsored walks. Their achievements both inside and outside of school have not gone unnoticed by myself

and Miss Lawton; we are proud every time a member of staff tells us about how well Year 10 students have performed in

lessons, or how kind and considerate they have been outside of class.

YEAR 11
MRS  VAN  DER  MIJL

Despite the challenges that they have faced after the lockdown, Year 11 have had a very positive start to the year and really

have hit the ground running. Behaviour and focus in lessons are of a high standard. The students have taken on the

challenges of the past year and worked within the adverse circumstances. Staff regularly comment on their positive

attitudes, their politeness and helpfulness. Well done year 11!

SIXTH FORM
MRS  RHODES

As always, we are very proud of our senior students in the Sixth Form. As well as being busy with their studies and applications

to university, many students have enjoyed successes in other areas, such as securing places on highly competitive national work

experience placements; impressing a talent scout/head-hunter during an online work experience opportunity; completing

work experience at a local primary care centre. Many of our Year 13 students have already secured university offers.

Lots of our sixth form students have made a positive contribution to our Lasallian commitment to the poor with hundreds of

selection boxes being collected, wrapped and donated to the local Food Bank. 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.



RE / YEAR 7 
BY  RIWA  (YEAR  7 )

Year 7 have raised £1640 this term for CAFOD because some countries

around the world don’t have the necessities for Coronavirus. These include

hand sanitiser, face masks, clean water and clean clothes. To celebrate the

generosity of Year 7 students, the 10 who raised the most were awarded a

mystery prize. I was lucky enough to receive this and we had a special lunch

with Mr McKenna, consisting of pizza, curly fries, pancakes and ice cream. It

made me really happy to know that I have helped people less fortunate than

me and that I have followed the school’s Lasallian values. By doing this, I

made my form, form tutor, Head of Year and family very proud and I still

can’t believe that I raised nearly £200 myself!
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COLLEGIATE CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT
MRS  BENNION

All nine schools within our Collegiate came together in December to continue our exciting, unique project of establishing a

curriculum from three to eighteen in all subject areas. It was wonderful to see staff from all years and key stages coming

together with commitment and passion for their areas of expertise to ensure all of our students receive the very best education

throughout their educational journey from primary to St Margaret Ward. We look forward to the next opportunity to work

together in the Spring term to enhance our collaborative curriculum even further.

PE
MR  PEARSON

Next December students in our current Y9 will travel to

the Scottish Highlands for a week of winter

mountaineering. This is a repeat of a previous trip in 2019

which was hugely successful. During this outward-bound

week, students will experience camping outdoors,

climbing, sailing and rope crossings.

Year 7 will also be attending an Outward Bound trip to

Cumbria during the May half term break, where they will

experience activities such as canoeing, rock climbing, raft

building, hill walking, scrambling, gorge walking and

camp fire building.

FRENCH
MADAME  SMITH

In the new French primary outreach programme the Y5 and

Y6 students are well on their way to becoming fluent French

speakers! The students have not let Covid-19 stop them from

having their fortnightly intake of French, as they have quickly

adapted to a new way of learning! Through this journey of

finding new ways to learn another language, the Y5’s and Y6’s

across the Collegiate have shown patience, consideration, and

determination. From greetings and talking about ourselves

and family members to describing our hometown and making

our way around Paris. 

The students at each of the schools are masters at picking out

their cognates and near cognates to get them through any

fancy French phrases that Madame Smith may throw at them

and are always ready when asked ‘vous êtes prêts?’ with a loud

and proud ‘OUI MADAME SMITH!’ 

I personally would like to thank every single student of both Y5

and Y6 across the collegiate for welcoming me into your

school and constantly demonstrating how brilliant you are at

French! Keep up the hard work!
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ICT / BUSINESS
MR  QUIGLEY  /  MRS  HANCOCK

Year 10 students have been improving their knowledge and understanding of the world around them whilst studying for their

Business lessons. As Justin, Y10, says, “The articles that Mrs Hancock posts on Microsoft Teams are relevant to the topics we study

in Business."

During Anti-Bullying week (Nov 16th to 20th), all Year 7 students revisited their E-safety lessons from September to ensure

that they were aware of how to use the internet safely and what to do if they ever felt bullied online. Year 8 pupils have been

challenged to read a news article about Data Protection from the BBC News Technology pages and they were then asked to

consider whether they thought a leading hotel chain should have received a fine for a breach of the General Data Regulations.

Year 9  have been learning about the 4 P's of the Marketing Mix and how technology has impacted on the ways in which

businesses develop, sell and promote their products. This has led to them developing their own brands of Cereal and developing

a marketing campaign for them.

DRAMA
MISS  O 'NEILL

Drama students have made the most of their lessons despite having to

socially distance in their rehearsals. In the spirit of Christmas, Year 7 have

been studying Pantomime, acting out their own version of Cinderella, then

looking at different staging forms and designing their own pantomime set.

In Year 8, students have been studying script acting to develop their

understanding of characterisation.  We have been acting out Blood

Brothers, then learning about the role of the costume designer in

portraying character through costume. Year 9 students have been studying

the play "Noughts and Crosses" and have been acting out various scenes

that each deal with a prominent theme from the play

(racism/discrimination/prejudice/privilege and peer pressure). 

 Key Stage 4 students have been busy studying for their GCSEs with Y10

students critically analysing their set texts. Similarly in Y11, students have

been working on their devised performances but have also been studying

"Love Song" in preparation for their live theatre exam. 

Finally, our sixth form students have filmed their practical exam for their

devised unit entitled "Global WarNing"on Wednesday 18th December. 

MATHS
MRS  LYMER  /  MRS  MUNDEN

We are pleased to be able to offer our Year 11

maths students monthly Grade 9 twilight

sessions run online by the Maths Excellence

Programme. These sessions support students

aiming for the highest of GCSE grades. 

We have also launched Times Tables Rock

Stars with Years 7 and 8. Students are

enjoying battling it out to find who is the

quickest at their times tables. Students are

also preparing to go head-to-head with their

teacher! There will be an inter-form

competition in the Spring Term. 

Year 7 will also be taking part in a Maths

Escape Room activity during the week

commencing Monday 14th December. They

will be using their problem solving and

Mathematical skills to crack the code.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
MRS  SHARP

Despite limited access to actual D&T specialist classrooms, Year 7

& 8 have still studied all 4 strands of our diverse D&T curriculum.

The students have developed some excellent design skills and

staff have enjoyed adapting ‘Covid safe’ assessment  practices to

give effective feedback for this brilliant work.

Year 9 and 10 have been showcasing their baking skills, making

Chelsea buns and iced buns. 

Year 11—Mock practical assessment. Students completed 2 dishes

with accompaniments in 3 hours. They produced fabulous work

to an extremely high standard and we are so proud of them.



A CHRISTMAS PRAYER...
God, our Creator, we offer this humble prayer on Christmas Day. We pray for joy in our hearts,

hope in our God, love to forgive, and peace upon the earth. We ask for the salvation of all our

family members and friends, and we pray your blessings on all people. May there be bread

for the hungry, love for the unlovable, healing for the sick, protection for our children, and

wisdom for our youth. We pray for the forgiveness of sinners and abundant life in Christ. 

Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with your love and power. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. 

Amen.

MUSIC
MISS  HAYES  /  MRS  SMITH

In music, we have had very successful bubble rehearsals for all year groups in the first

few weeks of term. It was so nice to be playing music together again! This has allowed

us to create virtual orchestra and jazz orchestra performances in lockdown and we are

looking forward to sharing our virtual Christmas concert with everyone in the last week

of term.

Year 7 have been working hard to learn Band Aid's 'Do they know it's Christmas' in

British Sign Language and are looking all Christmassy in their recordings for our virtual

concert.
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ART
MISS  TERRY

All students in Year 7, 8 and 9 were given the opportunity to enter a

competition called Pots to Pits, to design a mural for the local MP's

office. We were delighted to see so many contributions!

The winner was Madison (Y8) who won the fantastic prize of a family

stay at The Alton Towers Hotel with theme park tickets. Ann (Y8) was a

runner up and has received a family annual pass to Middleport Pottery.

Year 13 students produced work last year for a local arts project called

The Stoke 2000. These pieces are now being prepared for submission

into a city arts' trail in January.

The Art department have been delighted that during lockdown in the

summer the school generously agreed to fund an ‘Art Kit’ for each

pupil. Each student has been provided with equipment so that they

can still do practical art if they are learning at home for any reason. 

WHOLE SCHOOL
MISS  TERRY

Lots of pupils donated selection boxes to the appeal

run by Miss Terry in conjunction with the sixth form.

Over 200 boxes were donated, and wrapped by sixth

formers who worked on promotion and other tasks as

part of their enrichment activities. These were

collected by representatives of The Trussell Trust who

will distribute them to any families with children

accessing

the food bank during Christmas.



The  True  Sp i r i t  o f  Chr is tmas

What  i s  the  sp i r i t  of  Chr i s tmas ?

Perhaps  the  g i f t s  that  we  rece i ve ?

From  Santa  Claus ,  i f  we ’ve  been  good ,  i f  we  so  be l ieve ,

Perhaps  the  f ami l y  tu rkey ,  the  warmth  as  i t  cooks  th rough ,

Cracker s ,  wine  and  choco la te ,  the  fun  and  magic  too .

Yet ,  i t ’ s  so  easy  to  l o se  s ight  of  those  th ings  that  matte r  most ,

Kindness ,  hope ,  communi ty ,

And  of  course ,  the  Holy  Ghost ,

We  must  not  fo rget  our  gra t i tude  and  care  fo r  one  another ,

When  reve l l ing  i n  f e s t i v i t y ,  did  you  th ink  about  your  brother ?

So  many  more  penn i les s ,  th rough  th i s  year ’ s  t rue  hear tache ,

As  a  Lasa l l i an  communi ty ,  the re  were  seve ra l  s teps  to  take ,

Aware  of  vu lnerab le  f ami l i e s ,  with  l i t t l e  to  ca l l  the i r  own ,

We  ra l l i ed  to  suppor t  them ,  to  make  a  house  a  home ,

Our  s ta f f  they  brought  i n  c lo th ing ,  games ,  and  food  to  wrap  and  send ,

So  generous  and  k ind  of  them ,  to  suppor t  our  schoo l  f r i ends .

Se lec t ion  boxes  a l so  wrapped ,  to  g i f t  to  those  without ,

Gingerbread  k i t s  wrapped  up  as  wel l ,  so  much  j oy  about ,

Packed  with  l ove  and  care ,  i t  didn ’ t  take  a  whi le ,

Donated  by  our  s tudents ,  to  make  the  ch i ld ren  smi le .

I  guess  that  what  we ’ re  say ing  i s ,  i t ’ s  not  been  about  the  g i f t s ,

I t ’ s  been  a l l  about  communi ty ,  about  the  pos i t i ve  l i f t s ,

Be  the re  fo r  a l l  th i s  winte r ,  th i s  year  more  than  ever ,

Always  cruc ia l  but  more  so  now ,  that  we  cont inue  to  pul l  together .

“The  t ime i s  a lways  r ipe  to  do  r ight . ”
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