
 

 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN  

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  JULY 19TH, 2020  
 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
BURSLEM AND TUNSTALL 

The Sacred Heart Tunstall 

Queens Avenue ST6 6EE 

thesacredhearttunstall@gmail.com 

www.thesacredhearttunstall.org.uk 

 

Saint Joseph’s Burslem 

Hall Street ST6 4BB 

stjosephburslem@gmail.com 

www.stjosephsburslem.org.uk 

 

Fr. Stanislaus Chukwube, CSSp. 

Parish Priest  

parishpriestsht@gmail.com 

 

Parish Secretariat: 

Carol Critchlow 

Office hours:  

Tues, Thurs and Fri 10 am to 2pm 

13 Queen’s Avenue 

Tunstall 

ST6 6EE 

01782 838357 

 
Safeguarding: 

Mrs May Algar      07817212552 

Mrs Ellen Churchill 07859916416 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES Sacred 

Heart 

Saint 

Joseph’s 

 Mass Intention 

Saturday July 18th   

Feria 

  Mass in 

Private 

Special Intention 

FIFTEENTH 

SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

Sea Sunday 

9.30am  

 

 

11.30a m 

Holy Mass 

 

 

Holy Mass 

John Boote RIP 

 

People of the 

Parish 

Monday 20th  

Feria 

  

 

Mass in 

Private 

Special Intention 

Tuesday 21st   

Feria 

  Mass in 

Private 

Special Intention 

Wednesday 22nd  

Feast of Mary 

Magdalene 

9.30am  Holy Mass Joyce Green RIP 

Thursday 23rd  

Feast of St Bridget, 

Religious, Patron of 

Europe.  

  Mass in 

Private 

Special Intention 

Friday 24th   

Feria 

9.30am 

 

10.00am - 

10.30am 

 

 

Holy Mass 

 

Rosary and 

Adoration of 

the Most 

Blessed 

Sacrament 

Special Intention 

Saturday 25th  

Feast of St James, 

Apostle 

  Mass in 

Private 

Special Intention 

SIXTEENTH 

SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

9.30am  

 

 

11.30am 

Holy Mass 

 

 

Holy Mass 

Marie Colclough 

RIP 

 

People of the 

Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    IMPORTANT MESSAGE AS WE OPEN 

    OUR CHURCHES FOR PUBLIC MASS. 

 

Our two churches: St Joseph’s and Sacred Heart 

opened for limited public Holy Masses on July 

5
th

, 2020. We are offering only four public 

Masses weekly in our churches, instead of the 

usual 9 Masses, excluding funerals and 

weddings. This will be reviewed regularly 

depending on the turnout of parishioners and the 

availability of volunteers to help us worship in a 

safe environment. Let us know if you would like 

to join our team of volunteers. 

Please follow the directions of the church 

stewards. Sanitize your hands on entering and 

exiting the church, and avoid touching or 

physically venerating the statues or relics. 

Let me also remind you that the dispensation 

from the obligation to attend Sunday and Holy 

Day of Obligation Masses remains in effect. In 

as much as we would love all of you to come to 

Mass, know that you are not obliged to come. 

Your health and safety are of paramount 

importance to us. Those at higher risk from 

COVID-19, and those not feeling well, anyone 

with a fever or cough of any sort are encouraged 

not to come to church at this time. Be reminded 

that a visit from a priest (for the Holy Sacraments 

of Anointing and Eucharist) is possible, while 

observing the usual precautions (mask, 

sanitizing, etc.). 

 

              SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

             Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19, Psalm 85; Romans 8: 26-27; Matthew 13: 24-43 

                       LET THEM BOTH GROW TILL THE HARVEST 

In the Parable of the Sower which we heard last Sunday most seeds fell on bad 

soil and those that sprout up where choked and they withered. This Sunday’s 

seeds in the first parable were thriving in the midst of darnel sown by an enemy, 

the devil. Darnel look very much like wheat at their early stages and it is very 

difficult to differentiate one from the other. The servants wanted to uproot the 

darnel but the owner refused, he wanted both to grow till the harvest time when 

it will be easier to separate wheat from darnel. 

The wheat is believed to stand for good while the darnel represents evil in the 

world. Both exist side by side. While the owner of the field, representing God 

showed patience by allowing darnel to grow alongside the wheat, the servants 

representing ourselves could not go in the direction of patient tolerance. 

This parable invites us to imitate God’s patience. Sometimes we are impatient 

with our weak brothers and sisters. We write them off and consider them 

irredeemable. We often think that anyone who is not the way we are is a 

nuisance and disturbs our peace, we want him or her out of our way.  Leaving 

the wheat and darnel to grow to maturity before harvesting them is our need to 

allow people time to improve and allow every flicker of good in anybody to grow 

to maturity. We should not give up on others and on ourselves. Remember that 

every sinner has the potential to repent and become a saint, St Augustine is a 

good example. Our good examples and prayers can bring the sinner back to 

live. Also let us remember that God’s judgement is not hasty. He gives us ample 

time to overcome our weaknesses. Let us pray with St Paul that the Holy Spirit 

will help us in our weakness, help us express our plea in a way that could never 

be put into words, and that our plea be according to the mind of God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                Diocesan Education Service  

                                 Sacramental Preparation  

 The events of 2020 have had a profound impact upon the lives of 

people throughout the world. It has been felt especially in our school 

and parish communities. In particular, both the preparation for and 

the celebration of the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation for children in Y3 and Y6 has been a 

great chasm within our life of faith. 

Before setting any plans in place it is vital that schools have liaised 

with their parish priest to discuss with him a way forward in order for 

the children to receive these Sacraments. It is important to 

remember that whilst schools play a vital role in the formation of 

children to receive the Sacraments, these celebrations are parish 

events and ultimately it is for the parish priest to determine, 

alongside guidance from Archbishop Bernard, how and when these 

will take place. Whilst the situation is still not clear as to when 

exactly this may happen, schools and parishes are thinking towards 

the future and what can be done in readiness for “a time that allows 

for families and friends to gather safely within our churches.'  Even 

with the very recent announcement giving permission for Collective 

Worship, there will still be restrictions which will continue to have a 

bearing upon these important Sacraments. 

1. If the children have not received the Sacraments of First 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion (or have only received the 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation) it may be decided that this will be 

celebrated next year at the usual time. It may happen alongside the 

Y3 children of 20-21 or in separate celebrations around the same 

time. OR If the children have not received the Sacraments of First 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion (or have only received the 

Sacrament of First Reconciliation) it may be decided that these will 

happen as soon as possible at a different time to the children in Y3 

20-21. 

2. The decision as to when and how the Sacrament of Confirmation 

is to be celebrated is that of the parish priest in liaison with his local 

Bishop or the Episcopal Vicar. It will, of course, be important for you 

to have a discussion with your parish priest about the way he is 

considering doing this at some point in the months ahead. 

- Please refer to the left side of this page for our decision on when 

the Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in our Parish. We 

will let you know when it will be possible and convenient to safely 

celebrate the other outstanding Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

First Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE 

SOUL of Anthony Sweeney and all those whose 

anniversaries occur about this time. May they 

rest in perfect peace. 

 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE 

For all enquiries for Catholic Marriage and 

Baptism, kindly contact us at the parish office. 

 

FR STAN’S DROP IN 

If you need to speak with the Parish Priest you 

can come to the Sacred Heart Presbytery on 

Tuesday evenings 6-7pm (Sit-out at this time). 

No appointment needed.  

 

PRAYER A DAY FOR VOCATIONS 

Please email or Facebook Carol to choose a day 

in July to pray for vocations during the month on 

behalf of the parish. 

 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR 

JULY. Our Families:  

We pray that today’s families may be 

accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

 

OFFERTORY AND FUNDRAISING July 12
th

 

 

Sacred Heart 

Gift Aid £238, Non-Gift Aid £439, Total £677  

Apostleship of the Sea Gift Aid £28.20, Non-Gift 

Aid £49.30, Total £77.50 

Direct to Bank 5th June to 1st July 

Gift Aid £100, NGA £293.30, Total £393.30 

 

St Joseph's 

Gift Aid £189, Non-Gift Aid £198, Total £387 

Apostleship of the Sea: Gift Aid £15, Non-Gift 

Aid £56.10 Total £71.10 

Direct to Bank 5th June to 1st July 

Gift Aid £110, Non-Gift Aid £58.66 Total £168.66 

 

CAFOD: Coronavirus appeal  

Coronavirus is a crisis that affects us all. Help 

families in poor communities survive. Give now 

to save lives: cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Bishop David McGough will be with us in the 

weekend of 17
th
/18

th
 October 2020. He will then 

administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to our 

2020 Confirmation candidates in this order: 

Saturday Oct 17
th
 5pm Sacred Heart – 

Confirmation within Holy Mass 

Sunday Oct 18
th
 9.30am Sacred Heart – Regular 

Sunday Holy Mass 

Sunday Oct 18
th
 11.30 am St Joseph’s – 

Confirmation within Holy Mass. 

 

 

 

 

      

                         This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham. Registered Charity 234216.  

                                  Served by the Congregation of the Holy Ghost Fathers and brothers (SPIRITANS). 

 

KENEL YOUTH TRUST  

SUMMER CAMP ONLINE: 

This year, Summer Camp is going online. Join us online from July 

31st - August 2nd, from wherever you are, for times of prayer, Holy 

Mass, talks from our amazing speakers, praise and worship, and so 

much more. If you've been before, you'll still have a chance to be 

part of small group sessions, silly games and praise with Sarah. 

You can even purchase some merchandise and wear your camp t-

shirt to online sessions! Summer Camp is aimed at young people in 

secondary school but this year we will have a young adults small 

group for those who fall just out of the usual age group. Fill out a 

registration online and we will be in touch with you. Visit: 

kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk for more information. 

 

 


