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19th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 

 
We have started making preparations to ensure that children in our Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 can return to school on 1st June as soon as it is confirmed by the government that it is safe to 
do so. 

 
I want to be in a position to be able to welcome your children back to school, therefore, for 
everyone’s safety, I need to inform you that when school does reopen it is going to look much 
different than it ever did before.  

 
Children will have differing starts to the school day and end times to ensure the 2m social distancing. 
There will be a one way system in place where parents will enter through the double gate by HSS 
and leave through the single gate leading into the walkway.  
No more than three parents will be allowed onto the school premises at any one time. 
Due to this staggered arrangement, the school day will be shortened. 
  
I will send out specific times to parents for the drop off and collection of children.  
It is important that the timings are adhered to in order to ensure social distancing and reduce the 
amount of parents and pupils on the school premises.  
 
In accordance with government guidelines only one parent is permitted to drop off or collect pupils.  
 
Children will work in groups of no more than 15 with a teacher or support staff and will be allocated 
a classroom, not necessarily the classroom they are normally in. 
 
These groupings will be consistent and will not change.  
 
Pupils will remain in these groups throughout the day and will not mix with other groups. (Pupils will 
not be allowed to change groups once they have returned to school).  
 
All children will eat lunch in their classrooms to prevent movement around the school and reduce 
contact with other groups.  
 
Hot meals will be provided from the school kitchen or children can bring in a packed lunch. Hot 
meals will need to be paid for through the normal procedure unless your child is entitled to Free 
School Meals or in a year group which benefits from Universal Meals (Year Reception and Year 1). 
 
Break times will be staggered throughout the day so that no more than15 pupils are on a playground 
at any one time.  
 
All pupils in Year 1 and Year 6 will be allocated a table with their name on it.  
They will have their own stationery, equipment and books stored on their table clearly labelled 
which will not be shared with anyone else. 



Pupils will not be allowed to bring in bags, stationery, or equipment from home. 
 
All pupils should wear their school uniforms and these will need to be washed each day, as soon as 
your child returns home from school. Please note, pupils are not expected to wear their ties. 
 
Pupils will be allowed to bring in a coat, which will be kept on the back of their chairs.  
Sun hats, if necessary, can be worn, and if there is a need, sun cream must be applied at home and 
not bought into school. 
There will be frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitisers throughout the day – especially 
when the children come into school, before and after break times or eating and before the children 
go home.  
 
There will be increased cleaning of the school throughout the day and a deep clean each evening. 
Door handles and surfaces will be cleaned throughout the day.  
 
There will be markings in corridors and outside the school to ensure 2M social distancing. 
 
Children of critical worker parents will be allocated to a group close to their year group, and must 
stay in this group.  
 
Provision will continue to only be available on the days that critical workers are working.  
 
We are unable to offer the Breakfast Club facility until further notice but this will continue to be 
reviewed on a regular basis. 
 
If your child or someone in your household is displaying any signs of COVID-19, your child should not 
attend school and you need to contact the school office. The government has announced that once 
schools are open again (currently from 1st June for key classes), staff and pupils in all settings will be 
eligible for testing if they become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their 
household. This will enable children and young people to return to education, and their parents or 
carers to return to work, if the test proves to be negative. A positive test will ensure rapid action to 
protect all the children and staff. 
 
If any child becomes ill during the day with COVID 19 symptoms, there are clear guidelines to make 
sure their needs can be met safely until they can be collected, which will need to be promptly. 
 
Children are not permitted to wear any face coverings. 
 
If your child or anyone in your household is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable (these people 
will have received a letter from the NHS and told to shield), please contact school to discuss how we 
can support you. However, these children must NOT attend school. 
 
The office will be open, again we will be adhering to 2m social distance guidance, therefore there 
will only be one parent allowed in the reception area at a time and a queue outside the office with 
2m social distancing observed. Please ensure that you stand at least 1m away from the hatch there 
will be a marking on the floor to indicate this distance.  
 
If you wish to speak to a member of staff within the school, this will need to continue to be done by 
emailing stpeter@stpetersnewman.co.uk  or telephoning the school office. 
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Unfortunately, there will be some children that we will need to do risk assessments on in order to 
ensure they can return to school so they do not place themselves or others at risk. Due to this, we 
will not permit these pupils to start back in the first week. If this is the case for your child, we will be 
in touch and notify you of what we will be doing to plan a safe return for them.  

 
If your child is in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 and you have not yet contacted the school 
office to let us know if you intend to send your child to school when the school reopens on 1st June, 
please let the school office know as soon as possible. 
 
I wish to reiterate that although this is what the Government wish us to do we will only do so if we 
can ensure that all the requirements have been put into place and we as a school feel it is safe to 
open to these pupils.  
 
I have truly missed all children and I very much look forward to the opportunity of welcoming your 
child back as soon as the Government allows us to do so and as soon as we can implement all the 
changes we need to in order to make our school as safe as possible. 
 
God Bless 
 

 
Mrs R Snee   
Principal 
 


