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We are a School Centred Initial Teacher Training Provider 
With the KNSTE School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) we give you the best of both 
worlds - school based training supported by the academic rigour of Keele University’s PGCE        
Academic Award (60 Masters Level credits) . This close partnership is vital to achieve our vision that 
teaching should always be -   

 

‘Rooted in Evidence, Reaching for Excellence’ 
 

Where are we based? 

We work from two sites, one at Keele University and the other within Seabridge Primary School in 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire. Our partnership schools of over 70 schools are located most-
ly in Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire and East Cheshire. 

 
How are we different? 
We offer: 
• a distinctive combination of subject specialisms rather than a purely generalist training; 
• the opportunity to complete a full placement in a special school setting 
• a strong emphasis on high quality school-based input;  
• an opportunity for a short Special School enrichment practice 
• a range of certificated professional opportunities; 
• You are known as an Associate Teacher (AT) rather than simply being a student or trainee.  
 
 

What others say about us 
‘I would wholeheartedly like to thank everyone on the 
PGCE course. Without your guidance and support I would 
not be where I am today.’ Newly Qualified Teacher 

 

‘Just a quick note to thank you and your team for your 
wonderful work in helping (AT) to become such a well-
rounded and skilled teacher for someone at this stage of 
her career.’ Local Head Teacher 

 

 

The ATs that you have on your course this year 
are engaged, insightful and a delight to work with.’ 
West Midlands Regional Colleague 

 

This broad, inspirational training enables the part-
nership to consistently produce well-rounded, 
highly employable teachers. Ofsted, 2017  
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A school based structure to the year 
We start the course in school and then you will join us for a two week induction delivered at Keele 
University and Seabridge School. In week four you continue with your first school placement, you will 
spend 3 days in school and 2 days at our teaching centres. In second placement you increase the 
amount of teaching time in school, but you are supported 
throughout by a personal tutor and two Teacher Educators 
(mentors).  

 

Primary Pedagogy and SEND 
We now offer Primary Pedagogy and SEND PGCE (5-11)   
programme with subject specialisms (excluding Early Years). 
Trainees will benefit from experience across 2 placements, a 
combination of mainstream and special school settings.  

 

We are very excited by this highly innovative and much needed programme. At the end of the course 
you will select whether you wish to apply for a job in a mainstream or specialism school setting.  More 
information can be found on our website https://knste-shaw.org.uk/programme-information/
#pedagogy-and-send-pathway  

 

Specialisms 

We currently offer the following Specialisms across all routes within our programme: 

• General Primary (3-7) with Early Years Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with English and the Connected Curriculum Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with Foreign Languages Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with History and Geography Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with Mathematics Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with Physical Education Specialism 

• General Primary (5-11) with Science Specialism 

 

Each route involves a minimum of 120 days on professional placement together with a taught input 
delivered both at Keele University and in schools and other learning environments.  

 

All participants undertake PGCE modules in: 

• Learners and Learning 

• Learning and Assessment 

• Subject Identity and Pedagogy 

• Effective and Outstanding Practice 

 

Programme participants are assessed through written assignments, presentations and portfolios. 
These are all based on classroom practice. Successful completion of these tasks enables candidates to 
develop into highly effective and caring teachers who are exceptional curriculum thinkers. 

https://knste-shaw.org.uk/programme-information/#pedagogy-and-send-pathway
https://knste-shaw.org.uk/programme-information/#pedagogy-and-send-pathway


 

Assessment Only 

 

The AO route is intended for very experienced graduate 
teachers without QTS. Applicants will have a wealth of prior 
teaching experience. Many will be currently employed as unquali-
fied teachers or higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTAs).  

It is for those who have responsibility for planning, teaching and 
assessment of whole classes of fifteen pupils or more during the 
last 2-3 years prior to commencement of the 12 week assessment 
period.  

To find out more please look at the information on our website 
https://knste-shaw.org.uk/assessment-route/  

 

What others say about our AO route 
 

“We are so grateful to KNSTE for the high quality, professional and friendly approach that they took to 
helping to take our staff member successfully towards Qualified Teacher Status. The level of guidance 
and support offered to us and our candidate was truly excellent. We are looking forward to continuing 
our partnership to help more of our Teaching Assistants, Cover Supervisors and Unqualified Teachers 
to become fully qualified teachers, well-prepared for an exciting career leading children towards great 
achievement!”  

Headteacher 

 

'An efficient, rigorous route to gain QTS for highly skilled and experienced practitioners who are 
deemed 'job ready.' 

Deputy Headteacher 
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