
 
  

OUR MISSION 
St. Peter’s and St Wilfrid’s Schools  recognises that gospel values and the teachings of the 

church are central to the life of the school.  The school aims to create an environment 

where children can develop physically, emotionally, socially and morally fostering co-

operation and communication between home, school, parish and the local community.  

Together we hope to lead our children towards understanding, tolerance, justice and 

sensitivity to the needs of others. 

 
 

Introduction  
Problematic drug use, both legal and illegal, by young people can have a serious impact on 
their educational attainment, relationships with family and friends and their health and well-
being; preventing them from reaching their full potential. Smoking is the main cause of 
preventable morbidity and premature death in England. Young people who start smoking 
before the age of 16 are twice as likely to continue smoking onto adulthood and to become a 
heavier smoker (Muller, 2007). Schools play a fundamental role in providing drug, alcohol 
and tobacco education and in creating a safe and supportive environment that enables 
young people to develop their knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes to drugs and 
drug related issues. The government strongly advises all schools to have an up to date drug 
policy that is accessible to all and that is reviewed on a regular basis. The policy should be 
developed in consultation with the whole school community.  
Drug, alcohol and tobacco education is most effective when delivered as part of the PSHE 
curriculum. and must fulfil the statutory requirements of the National Science Curriculum.  
This Policy has also been developed in line with the Health Act 2006, which requires that all 
workplaces in England became smoke free as of 1st July 2007.  
 
Context This policy is intended to cover the children of the schools St Peter’s and St 
Wilfrid’s. The policy covers the schools and any activity the children engage in under 
the direction of the schools for example visits. Sports events and residential visits.    
 
 2. Purpose of the Policy:  
The purpose of the policy is to:  
• Clarify the legal requirements and responsibilities of the school  
• Reinforce and safeguard the health and safety of pupils and others who use the school  
• Ensure that the school’s status as a smoke-free site is understood by staff, pupils and 
visitors to the school  
• Clarify the school’s approach to drugs for all staff, pupils, governors, parents/carers, 
external agencies and the wider community  
• Give guidance on developing, implementing and monitoring the drug education programme  
• Enable staff to manage drugs on schools premises, and any incidents that occur, with 
confidence and consistency, and in the best interests of those involved  
• Ensure that the response to incidents involving drugs complements the overall school 
approach to drug education and the values and ethos of the school  
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Reinforce the role of the school in contributing to local and national strategies                                        
 
3. Location and Dissemination  
The policy is available via; 
The Learning Platform 
The School Website 
All Governors receive updated paper copies at the relevant Governors Meeting 

Paper copies are available from the school reception                                                     
 
4. Guidance: key reference documents:  

2004)  
 Drug, alcohol and tobacco education, key stages 1-4 (QCA, (2003)  
The Stoke on Trent Drugs Policy Template and guidance notes  
 
5. Definitions and terminology For the purpose of this policy a ‘drug’ is a substance people 
take to change the way they feel, think or behave. This includes both legal and illegal 
substances, volatile substances (solvents), alcohol, tobacco and medicines (prescription, 
over the counter or illicit).  
• ‘Unauthorized drugs’ should be taken to mean any substances other than prescribed or 
non-prescribed medicines (as permitted in the school’s medicines policy), hazardous 
substances (as referred to in the school’s health and safety policy) or alcohol (where it is 
safely stored and solely for use during special events)  
 

7. The rules and the school’s stance on drug use Possession, use or supply of 
illegal or unauthorized drugs within the school boundaries is unacceptable and 
forbidden under the school rules. Smoking is not allowed within the boundaries of the 
school site (with the exception of the caretaker’s home, as specified by law) at any 
time, by anyone – employees, parents or visitors, under any circumstances.                                                                                     
 
8. Drugs Education i. Aims To prepare children to make correct informed decisions 
Planning and Teaching Drugs education with be part of the science PSHE Seal 
and RE curriculums and  to be assessed, monitored and valuated within these 
areas  
Resources  
‘Hugs not Drugs’, Primary Drugs education curriculum resource, Healthy Schools’ Team, 
Stoke on Trent City Council ,                                                                                                
(2011) Your Choice’ Secondary Drugs education curriculum resource, Healthy Schools’ 
Team, Stoke on Trent City Council ,                                                                                  
(2011) What’s the Score on Drugs’ Primary Edition, Rowntree- Nelson Thorne                      
(2004) ‘Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education, QCA Curriculum Guidance for Schools               
2003) Drink: An Alcohol Education Resource’, Integrated Young People’s Drug Project, 

Stoke-on-Trent City Council, (2003) External Resources and services List of relevant 
local services List of local services  
The Stoke-on-Trent Safeguarding Children Board Website  
If you are a child and are being abused, or if you have concerns that a child or young person 
may be being abused please contact Children and Young Peoples Advice and Referral 
Team on 01782 235100 (office hours 0830 to 1700) Minicom number 01782 236037 
Emergency Duty Team 01782 234234 (outside office hours 1700 to 0830) In an emergency, 
you can dial 999 and ask for the police. You should only call 999 in an emergency, for 
example, if you are in immediate danger and need help straight away because someone is 
hurting you, or going to hurt you. Or you can call a national helpline number (free of 
charge):- NSPCC – 0808 8005000 Childline – 0800 1111 Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub  



T3 Stoke on Trent Young People’s Drug and Alcohol Service  
46 Roundwell Street  
Tunstall  
Stoke-on –Trent  
Staffs  
ST6 5AN  
Tel: 01782 221099  
Text: 07507 411733  
Secure email:  
t3@cri.org.uk  

Integrated Young People’s Drug Project/Dreams  
Meir Community Education Centre  
Pickford Place  
Meir  
Stoke on Trent  
ST3 7DY  
Tel: 01782  
234195  
101  
CONNECT CAMHS and First Steps South Stoke team  
Blurton Health Centre Ripon Road Blurton Stoke-on-Trent ST3 3BS  
Tel: 0300 123 0977  

CONNECT CAMHS and First Steps North Stoke team:  
Roundwell Street Tunstall Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5JJ  
Tel: 0300 123 0987  

Youth Offending Service  
Liberty House Marsden Street Hanley Stoke-on-Trent ST1 2BW  
Tel: 01782 235858 Fax: 01782 235860  
email:  
youth.offending.services@stoke.gov.uk  
www.youthoffending.stoke.gov.uk  

CAF will be superseded in 2013/14 by ‘Early Help for Families’. 
 
Smoking  
Pupils who need support to stop smoking should be referred to the school nurse in the first 
instance, so that an assessment can be carried out and that the pupil can be provided.  
The policy template has been developed in accordance with the DfES Drugs: Guidance for 
Schools (2004), DfE and ACPO Drugs Advice for Schools (2012) and NICE Guidance: 
‘School-based interventions to prevent the uptake of smoking among children and young 
people’ (2010). It also reflects feedback received from informal consultations with teachers. 
The template provides guidance on all matters relating to good practice in drug education 
and managing drug related incidents.  
Should you require further support please contact: -  
Mike Coll and Liz Beacon Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education Advisors City of Stoke-on-
Trent Children and Young People's Services Floor 2, Civic Centre, Glebe Street, Stoke on 
Trent, ST4 1RU  
t 01782 231687 f 01782 232444  
e: michael.coll@stoke.gov.uk  
e: elizabeth.beacon@stoke.gov.uk 
 
 



9. Confidentiality:  
 
10, Managing Drug Related Incidents  
Name of staff member responsible for coordinating the school’s response to drug incidents 
Safeguarding Offcier 

i. Definitions: 
Any incident or report involving a child parent or staff member involving substances 
falling under the definitions used in this policy. 

 
ii. Responding to the situation  
 

Handling Illegal and unauthorised drugs and drugs paraphernalia  
To be securely retained for the  police or destroyed using the medical waste system. 

 
ii. Searches for illegal/unauthorized drugs  

Under the authorisation of the Head or Deputy 
 
 

iii. Role of the police 
To be informed  
To Have access and support for any drugs education initiative they are running. 
 To liaise with the schools via regular meetings with the community police  

 
iv. Drug Incident recording  

To be recorded as a safeguarding issue stored in accordance with the requirements of 
the Data Protection Act 1998. 

iii. Behavioural/disciplinary responses  
Following the schools behavioural policy for children and for adults the  employees 
disciplinary policy   or adult behaviour in school policy as applicable. 
 
11. Responding to drug related need 
The school would seek advice from the appropriate source. 
 
12. Parental involvement  
Parents to be informed as a safeguarding issue. 
 
13. Links to other Policies 
Behaviour Policy 
Safeguarding Policy 
Adults in school  
Disciplinary policy 
Confidentiality Policy  
Smoking Policy  
Visitors policy  
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